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LEGAL TERMINOLOGY GLOSSARY
A
· Alimony: Financial support paid by one ex-spouse to the other after divorce. Also known as spousal support or maintenance.
· Annulment: A legal procedure declaring a marriage null and void, as if it never existed.
B
· Best Interests of the Child: A standard used to determine custody and visitation arrangements, focusing on what will most benefit the child.
C
· Complaint: The initial document filed with the court to begin the divorce or custody process, outlining the requesting party's desired outcomes.
· Custody
· Child Custody: Legal determination of which parent will have legal and/or physical responsibility for a child.
· Legal Custody: The right to make major decisions about the child’s life, such as education, health care, extracurricular activities, and religious upbringing.
· Physical Custody: Refers to where the child will live, and which parent will take care of the child on a daily basis.
· Child Support: Financial contributions required to be made by the non-custodial parent to assist with the child's living expenses.
D
· Decree: The court's final order granting the divorce and outlining the terms and conditions of the dissolution.
· Default Judgment: A judgment entered by the court when one party does not respond to the divorce petition.
· Discovery: The legal process by which each party obtains information and evidence from the other party.
E
· Equitable Distribution: A legal principle of property division where marital assets are divided fairly, but not necessarily equally, between spouses.
· Ex Parte: Legal proceedings or orders requested by one party in the absence of and without notification to the other party.
F
· Filing: The act of submitting legal documents to the court.
· Final Judgment: The court's last order in a case, which resolves the issues and officially ends the case.
G
· Guardian ad Litem: A court-appointed advocate responsible for representing the best interests of the child in custody and divorce proceedings.
I
· Income Withholding Order: A court order directing an employer to deduct child support payments directly from the obligor's paycheck.
J
· Joint Custody: An arrangement where both parents share legal and/or physical custody of the child.
· Jurisdiction: The authority given to a court to hear and make legal decisions and judgments.
L
· Legal Separation: A court order outlining the rights and duties of a married couple while they are living apart but still legally married.
M
· Marital Property: All real and personal property acquired by the couples during the marriage and owned by them on the date the marital litigation is filed, regardless of how legal title is held. The marital estate includes real property (like real estate) and personal property (like pensions, retirement accounts, other financial accounts, household furnishings, cars, boats, and motorcycles), as well as the parties’ marital debts.
· Mediation: A process in which a neutral third party helps the divorcing couple reach a mutually agreeable settlement.
· Motion: A formal request made to the court for an order or ruling on a particular issue. Typically, a hearing is scheduled for the Judge to hear arguments and make a decision based on the motion, arguments, and documents presented.
N
· No-Fault Divorce: A type of divorce where the filing spouse does not have to prove any fault on the part of the other spouse.
· Non-marital property: (1) Property acquired by either party by inheritance, devise, bequest, or gift from a party other than the spouse; (2) property acquired by either party before the marriage and property acquired after the happening of the earliest of: entry of a pendente lite order in a divorce or separate maintenance action;  formal signing of a written property or marital settlement agreement; or entry of a permanent order of separate maintenance and support or of a permanent order approving a property or marital settlement agreement between the parties; (3) property acquired by either party in exchange for property described in items (1) and (2) of this section; (4) property excluded by written contract of the parties. "Written contract" includes any antenuptial agreement of the parties which must be considered presumptively fair and equitable so long as it was voluntarily executed with both parties separately represented by counsel and pursuant to the full financial disclosure to each other that is mandated by the rules of the family court as to income, debts, and assets; and (5) any increase in value in nonmarital property, except to the extent that the increase resulted directly or indirectly from efforts of the other spouse during marriage.
P
· Parenting Plan: A document outlining how parents will raise their child after divorce, including custody and visitation schedules.
Q
· QDRO (Qualified Domestic Relations Order): A legal order required to divide retirement plans and pensions in a divorce.
R
· Residency Requirements: Legal stipulations regarding how long a spouse must live in a state before filing for divorce in that state.
S
· Separate Property: Property owned by one spouse prior to the marriage or acquired by gift or inheritance, which is not subject to division in the divorce.
· Service of Process: The formal delivery of legal documents to the opposing party in a lawsuit.
· Settlement Agreement: A written agreement between divorcing spouses outlining the terms of their divorce, including division of assets, custody, and support.
T
· Temporary Orders: Court orders that provide for immediate needs and arrangements while the divorce is pending.
· Transcript: The official written record of what was said during a court hearing or trial.
V
· Visitation: The schedule established for the non-custodial parent to spend time with their child.
W
· Waiver: A voluntary relinquishment or surrender of some known right or privilege.
image1.jpg
clissa’s

egal

olutions




